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Razzle-dazzle

The dragonfly is a flying jewel of a creature. It is also brilliant
- dazzling to behold and stunning in its capabilities

famously known as “flying jewels” because of their

eye-catching colours. They are among the most
beautiful and spectacular insects on the planet, and also
among the oldest, having been around for about 300 million
years.

Hong Kong is blessed with one of the world’s most vivid
dragonfly populations. You just need to know where to look.

Dragonflies are born under water, in ponds or wetlands,
and can spend anywhere up to five years in the larval stage.
Although small, the dragonfly is exceptionally strong and
fast. When it finally emerges, wearing a coat of many colours,
it can move like a helicopter — in all directions, forward,
backward, up and down, and fly at speeds of up to 100kmh.
The dragonfly can also hover.

The flight of the dragonfly is extremely efficient. Having
two sets of wings means the dragonfly does not have to work
extra hard flapping its wings. The dragonfly uses one-tenth
the energy a bee needs to stay in the air. And dragonfly eyes
contain up to 30,000 individual lenses. Human eyes have
only one set of lenses.

Do not be afraid of these beautiful creatures: they will
not hurt you any more than a butterfly would. The tail piece
that is often mistaken for a stinger is in fact a clasper, used

D ragonflies and their near cousin damselflies are

by the male to hold on to its female partner during courtship.
Two dragonflies in mid-air forming a heart shape with their
claspers are courting. They may dip into the water to lay
eggs.

A close look will reveal different feeding and resting
modes among different dragonfly species.

Dragonflies are curious creatures: if one flies up to you,
out in the wild, it is most likely just to say hello.

The special interest in dragonflies among nature lovers is
a fairly recent phenomenon, and the hobby of observing
these fascinating insects has been dubbed “dragonflying”.

Dragonflies thrive in healthy, breathable water. One of
the best places to see them in Hong Kong is at the Hong
Kong Wetland Park, a 60-hectare nature reserve at Tin Shui
Wai, in the northern New Territories. More than 40
dragonfly species are found here.

The Hong Kong Wetland Park, situated next to the
famous Mai Po Inner Deep Bay Ramsar Site, is a world-class
conservation, education and tourism facility. Winner of
numerous international awards for architecture,
environmental design and land use, the wetland park
provides a rich habitat for a breathtaking array of wildlife,
from birds and insects to amphibians, mammals, reptiles and
fish.



Egret haven

The warm months are the perfect time to be out and
about in Hong Kong’s country parks and conservation
areas.

Kerry Lake Egret Nature Park, in Tai Po (below),
is a new concept in leisure and education, providing
healthy and fun activities for people of all ages, from
toddlers to senior citizens. Within the protected
environs of the park’s peaceful 23 acres you will find
an abundance of wild life — much of it just as nature
intended. Have fun spotting and identifying species,
while exploring the mangrove swamp, the lagoon, the
streams, the freshwater pond and the woodland.

Activities include a Discovery Tour, an Interactive
Nature Tour, Young Naturalist and When You Meet
the Fireflies. Other park attractions include the
interactive Museum of Ethnology, a boating lake, a
kiddies’ playground and a barbecue area. A meal at
the multicultural Little Egret Restaurant will complete
a day filled with natural delights.

The creation of the Kerry Lake Egret Nature Park
for community education and enjoyment is yet
another demonstration of Kerry Properties’ care and
concern for our natural environment.

Different seasons yield different life forms at the wetlands. In
winter, rare and exotic migratory birds turn up for their annual
stop-over — part of the 230 species of bird life found at the park.

As summer approaches, the dragonflies return, having waited for
the sun’s warming rays to draw them out of the water. Dragonflies
are solar-powered: they need sunlight to reach a certain temperature
before they can fly.

Summer is dragonfly season at the Hong Kong Wetland Park.
Dazzling the eye with hues of blue, green, orange, red or yellow, the
insects are found among the mangroves and water lilies — hovering
high among trees and down low among aquatic plants.

See how many species you can identify around the park. You may
spot a Variegated Flutterer flying along the Stream Walk and
Wildside Walk, or a Common Bluetail zipping across the Succession
Walk or Wetlands at Work, or the Life Zone. If you are lucky, you
may see the endangered Four-spot Midget; the Hong Kong Wetland
Park is one of the few breeding sites in the world for this rarity.

Stop at the park’s interactive Visitors’ Centre to learn more about
nature, ecology and conservation. And don’t forget your camera to
capture these priceless “flying jewels”.

Every Wednesday and Friday, between June 17 and September
30, the Hong Kong Wetland Park offers guided tours, called “Meeting
the Odonates (Dragonflies)”. The tour begins at 11am and visitors
are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. The visitor is shown
dragonflies commonly found in the Park, and learns about their
habitats and life cycles.
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