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EAST ASIAM GAMES

Gold rush

Hong Kong is buzzing in anticipation of the East Asian Games

n the elite arena of international sport, China has a host
of heroes.
Our Chinese swimmers excelled, making a
breakthrough of historical significance with the best-
ever results at the World Swimming Championships. The
Chinese diving "dream team" bagged several gold medals at
the Beijing Olympics, and have dominated this year’s world
championship series. The Hong Kong cycling team took
home mostly gold medals from the Asia Cup meet in Japan.

It is with an air of much excitement that these and other
local sporting heroes will challenge the region’s best, when
Hong Kong hosts the East Asian Games.

Athletes from nine countries and regions, the cream of
the sporting elite, will take part in the event. Some are
medal winners from Beijing, and many are ranked top of
their field in the world. They will represent their nation in
the highest Olympic tradition of solidarity, sportsmanship
and excellence.

It is sure to be a moving experience. Supporters will
cheer on their heroes and wave flags in a heart-warming
display of patriotism. Audiences of millions will share the
thrills, watching the spectacle on television screens
worldwide. "

Everyone wants their favourite
to win. But no matter who stands "
on the winners’ podium, they will
applaud courage and effort.

It is in this spirit of Olympic
endeavour that Hong Kong will, for
the first time, host such a large-scale %
multisports event.

Over 10 days in December, the
East Asian Games will provide the
most intense international
competition since the 2008 Beijing
Olympics.
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These Games bring out the best in so many sectors of
society. An army of volunteers will no doubt make an
invaluable contribution. Corporate sponsors are lending
their support. Kerry Properties, a Gold Sponsor of the East
Asian Games, is joining hands with this sporting event.

To promote the Games, a cycling race will be held in the
carpark of MegaBox, Kerry Properties’ innovative shopping
and entertainment mall in East Kowloon. Shoppers will be
treated to a thrilling spectacle as cyclists pedal furiously up
the circular driveway — a feat that will test their physical
endurance, while also raising money for charity.

There are many aspects of these Games to look forward
to. Timothy Fok, East Asian Games chairman, says the
opening ceremony will be a highlight, showcasing Hong
Kong’s history, modern city planning and civic spirit in an
impressive pageant. Staged on the waterfront with Hong
Kong’s famous skyline as background, the ceremony will
feature music, costumes, dancers, designs and
performances that reflect the culture of Southern China.

The audience are expected to be enthralled by the
largest background, largest stage and largest number of
spectators. A spectacular fireworks display will light up the
sky already dazzling from a light show of lasers, neons and
beacons beamed from the city’s tallest buildings.

The Games will have a total of 22 sports. Swimming and
diving will be must-see events, especially after the Chinese
team’s performance at the recent FINA championships.
Hong Kong has some of the top-ranked squash players, so
Fok says this is a sport in which the home team should
excel.

The local heroes in cycling, windsurfing and table tennis
will be inspired by the chance to impress in front of their
home crowd. “And we must keep our eyes on cue sports,
because China has a stable of top pool talents who have
taken on the best in the world, including Britain,” Fok says.
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Timothy Fok, chairman of the East Asian Games. Left: John Hui, a
tennis player from Hong Kong, takes the torch across Victoria Harbour.
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He feels privileged that champions from so many
disciplines will be vying for honours in Hong Kong. There’s
no doubt competition will be fierce: two-thirds of the
medals that Asia won in the Beijing Olympics were garnered
by athletes from this region.

A wide range of venues have been prepared to hold
events, including the new Tseung Kwan O Sports Ground,
designed and built with a green theme in mind.

The East Asian Games are held every four years, and
this is the first time that Hong Kong will host it. It will be an
occasion of great pride for the city and, in the words of Fok,
a lesson for all of us.

“I am myself moved every time by the sight of elite
athletes embracing, consoling and encouraging each other
because they believe in the pursuit of excellence, and in the
sweetness of triumph when confronted with a worthy
sporting adversary.”
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