Paradise on Earth

Pristine beaches, azure seas and amazing wildlife make the
Maldives one of nature’s most desirable destinations

A typically stunning day in the Maldives can be complemented by a luxurious massage and unrivalled qu@r
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Beautiful atolls (right), spectacular reefs

and wildlife surround the island nation.
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or people who love water, there is no place on
earth like the Maldives.
First impressions are breathtaking. From
the air, a thousand “Robinson Crusoe” islands
glisten like sun-bathed pearls in the dazzling
turquoise waters of the Indian Ocean.

The days — and nights — are forever warm on this
pristine archipelago, located on the equator southwest
of Sri Lanka. You wake to the hypnotic sound of
ocean waves. Stroll hand-in-hand for hours along
powdery white sand beaches.

Brilliant underwater coral gardens are waiting to
be explored. The sea beckons, and when you step into
the warm water, it’s like being in a private aquarium.
Huge schools of fish in every colour of the rainbow,
giant manta rays and curious turtles may all come to
greet you. Those who venture further out to snorkel,
dive or cruise on a luxury boat will also find out why
the Maldives is among the top locations in the world
for whale and dolphin watching.

All these natural attractions are the perfect
combination for an idyllic tropical holiday.

This paradise was first found by travellers on the
Silk Route some 3,000 years ago. They were so
enchanted that they settled there. Today’s visitors still
remark on the inherently hospitable nature of the
locals, noting it is easy to feel comfortable and relaxed
with a Maldivian.

Some come simply to enjoy the serenity. Others
prefer an action-packed holiday, swimming, scuba
diving or deep sea fishing. With their crystal clear
waters, amazing corals and mind-boggling array of
fish, the atolls of the Maldives are renowned as some
of the best dive sites in the world.

The islands’ culture is a product of its people who
hail from different parts of the world. Distinct
influences from Africa, Arabia and Southeast Asia are
evident in the music, dance and cuisine, creating a
tantalising melting pot of diversity.

The latest jewel in the Maldives crown is the new
Shangri-La’s Villingili Resort and Spa. The recent
welcoming of its first guests marked the opening of
the first international luxury resort on the southern-
most tip of Addu Atoll.

The resort was launched after months of
preparation and tailored training to provide guests
with the discreet, personalised service for which
Shangri-La is renowned.

Its architecture is a perfect fit for this tropical
paradise. Spacious, stand-alone villas range from
private ocean retreats to luxury tree house villas
perched three metres above the ground — a design
first for the Maldives. An elevated infinity pool
stretches endlessly towards panoramic views of the
Indian Ocean. Kilometres of powdery white sand
beaches wrap around the shoreline. Nature trails
meander through lush hectares of coconut palm.




Above and left: Exquisite villas at the Shangri-La’s
Villingili Resort and Spa.
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Great care has been taken with the resort’s
environmental footprint. To preserve the vegetation,
the resort has been constructed around large
indigenous trees, including some towering old

% _sbanyan trees. Underwater workand deta_l_iiq_& marine
- surveys have been carried out to ensure preservation -
"““of coral. Guests can participate in the resort’s

conservation practices, or join the resident marine
biologist in his educational classes.

But holidays are for indulgence, too. CHI, The
Spa — Shangri-La’s signature spa brand — is located
in its own spa village at the resort’s highest point.
Here, guests can unwind completely with treatments
based on Chinese, Himalayan and other Asian
healing rituals. Or try the local Kandu Boli
experience, involving indigenous treatments
inspired by the tiger cowrie shell and other natural
treasures found in the Maldives.

Resort staff can arrange a boat ride to
neighbouring islands, a dive on a famous shipwreck
or with giant manta rays with wingspans of more
than four metres. Other recreational activities
include an eco-centre and a dive water sports centre,
featuring surfing, scuba diving, snorkeling and a
variety of motorised and non-motorised activities.

The resort’s health club offers a well-equipped
gym and two tennis courts. An entertainment
centre, retail shops and a dedicated Adventure Zone
for children further adds to the holiday enjoyment.
And fine dining is assured, with Khazaanaage
Restaurant, the resort’s flagship dining outlet,
offering three dining rooms serving three different
regional cuisines from the Indian Ocean, South
China Sea and Arabian Gulf.

The Maldives is surely a must-do on any
discerning traveller’s list. With the Shangri-La
resort waiting to pamper you with its legendary
hospitality, there is no better reason to go.
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