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MusIC to
moVve the soul

A great composition can swing our emotions
and bring joy and peace to the heart
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Visitors to the store can try out equipment in the sound proofed acoustic studio.
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istening to music is one of life’s joys. It can lift the

spirit, and make us feel good. That’s why,

psychologists say, people tend to sing in the shower,

or tap along to a favourite tune. Simply letting one’s
mind be swept away by music that’s inspiring can be the
greatest tonic in the world.

It can be therapeutic, too. A medical study by London’s
Chelsea and Westminster Hospital has found that, in
addition to measurable physiological benefits, music
reduces blood pressure, lowers the heart rate, and de-
stresses the mind.

The love of music is universal. Shakespeare likened
music to “the food of love”. Music, it’s been said, is “what
feelings sound like”. As the great composer Ludwig van
Beethoven wrote, “music is the mediator between the
spiritual and the sensual life.” In modern times, even author
J.K. Rowling, who kept the world spellbound with her Harry
Potter series, is a fan. “Ah, music,” she has famously said. “A
magic beyond all we do here!”

Just as beauty may be in the eye of the beholder, so too
can individuals hear sound differently. While the average
hi-fi listener might be content to merely enjoy a song or a
tune on a reasonable quality system, purists seek
exceptional sonic performance. The most enthusiastic of
these music devotees, who will settle for nothing less than
top-end audio equipment, are known as audiophiles.

Audiophiles live for the sweet sound of music. They can
spend their whole lives — and vast sums of money — in
pursuit of the perfect sound.

One audiophile describes the exquisite sensation of

being lifted up by music to a place of perfect peace. It sets
the mind totally free to become so totally absorbed that you
forget where you are. In one blissful instant, they explain,
the listener is no longer at home, but transported to the
most exquisite concert hall, in a front-row performance by
the finest orchestra in the world.

Such music gives a feeling of warmth, serenity and
comfort. And that is why audiophiles will spend a small
fortune on equipment — because, they say, it really does
make a difference.

It’s not always easy to track down the latest and best
audio equipment, and more importantly, to test it first
hand. Which is why the opening of the Best Denki in
MegaBox would have been music to the ears of hi-fi purists.

This expansive modern megastore is the biggest home
electronics outlet in Hong Kong. It also introduces the city’s
only dedicated professional acoustic studio — a specially
designed sound room where customers are welcome to sit
down and relax, and hear and compare hi-fi components
from leading international brands.

One of the key advantages, however, goes beyond the
product range. Music enthusiasts will often linger there for
hours, enjoying the company of kindred spirits who also
share their passion.

Of course, perfection doesn’t come easily. There is no
simple formula to integrating amplifiers, CD players and
speakers. As with tuning a fine musical instrument, it takes
a trained ear, as well as patience. Answers are only found
when dials are tweaked or speakers repositioned, allowing
comparisons to be made.




The best, most stylish equipment is needed to create the purest sounds.
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This is very important, says Henry Au-Yeung, the store’s
director and chief merchandiser. “You should be able to test
each one — otherwise, how do you know what you are
buying?”

He explains that high-end audio is a lifestyle choice.
Professional success brings the means to afford privileges
that bring joy and comfort to life. Many successful people
want an exquisite hi-fi in their homes, for their own
relaxation and their family’s enjoyment. In this purpose-
designed space, they can experience what the music would
sound like in their own living room.

Here, the wall coverings, ceiling height, even the floor
carpets all feature anti-reflection sound-absorbing materials
and diffusers, enabling the listener to hear more of the
speakers, and less of the noises around them. Close the
sound-proof glass door and you are transported to a place of
blissful acoustic perfection.

Many customers will have researched online the latest
products from names like British brand Cyrus, Accuphase
from Japan, Marantz from the United States, and Chario
from Italy, and are keen to discuss them with the store’s
specialised consultants.

The opportunity for hi-fi customers to meet with other
enthusiasts comes in special events organised periodically
at the store. One day it might be an educational seminar, or
the debut release of an anticipated new product. At other
times learned customers might be invited to participate in a
focus group to test and provide feedback on products not
yet released on the market.

New customers are often surprised to find such high-
end audio equipment available in a chain store. Throughout
the store there are comfortable armchairs and sofas,
offering a quiet place for a few moments’ rest.

This is true lifestyle shopping, for those who appreciate
the best.

SRF R

P AR N o BRERBAL » S ADREER o B OB > A
EBRAEVRIRI ISR o SRBHRE S B AT T o S BUR I LIRa 0N
LA o

i B G B G S B e ) — T B R TR B A B0 25 0
WA EGAILIER ~ 9k 18 0ok B & A R I o

AEZH R > MM o BT AN TR AR, ;
BT TR ) o IEMERIMIEM R AL IR0 T
FETRBARRI A AT o 4 BRIBIFE NS W s R 51 Jol BE A BRI B AR S A > 75
[TBR Ry 2K » M AT TR o B IRE | y o

Fiial "G MR AL P . o SRR AN B G BRI B A o
$F— B AT 5 3 40 5 SRR 2R 0 R ol e o R D S Y
R 5 TR R AER SRR (5 A AT > kPR IR ~ T
B B o A RE R A O AT o

EHEEATEOA » FBEID N E R - S LR AR
> RIS > Jolty U RS2 EIN T 1 o

BH PO » FAEHIATR N RS AIRER - AP R
o BARMBRR - AR - BASIR o MAMARE » A E S
TR EZIED > DAl 5 A8 22 e M B 22 T > B T 0 4 At A1) e i
B4 o

FERETF AT TR ~ ST ~ PIERRREE » IEAF3 0 A bl 52 07 B A
BN > FUSICSIRE R » WA IEA T > R REESAARF o

TR ~ BN AR MRS S AR — TR — R
B o % I MR ] 5 VIS IR AT PR 8 A MegaBox RS I » 5 B3 % A A L iR 2
EIE o

7 T R I R B HE ALY > SR AR R IR B R S S s » BRI
i AR R R I R > R R H o > IREAI iR %
TR B R0 44 T R i 5k A o

HEpE SRR L N Z5E » MEERI S b, » HEEFLEN
AR o A S T S IR £ PR I 3 5 W9 N LR 3 ST 38 0 o

AR > SERHROR > BEUEREA - CDRRE ~ LA — » H4a
MR R E T IR 5% > BT EA — BIAE RE A =k
Tifh 2 7 TEAR T A R > SR B A W RE AL o AR R A L
o A RERBIEFE T o

75 Y B P A AR A R e 2 S AR S ER I o fil
W TEEMASNERBIE - BRAKEAEE CE T ?

R > FEANE B R — A TG 552 o NS b Bl » [Enf7Esd
A B A R N AL T BRER o IR > AR A LA AR SO L — AL Y
FRAM > BECRIF AR o 1205 RS RS 2l i 22 e » %
] RS B AR M T AL E IE R AN o

FERRARE B ~ MR o HL AR RN AT R ] R R
R P A RO > AN S R A 5 v o DB L 1 B
1" » A BE A A — {58 e 2 4 Zz ) o

TR R S e L P S R Foi e i > L% S5 44 I Cyrus
H 7 I¥ Accuphase ~ S4B fiMarantz % & K F ¥ Chario5: » flti "3 35 Bk B 7
¥y R SE A 22 o

G S BRI ol R R S BB R ELRISE T © B
P ET S > REEWEMNEN T ; HRNGEFERESEE )
AL > SR T RIS TR o

S T TG 7 T e 7 i ) 5 Rt AR T RS W S BB R o
A > J5 PR BEAR 2 A IR TR A 3 > R A SR IV ERR | » 52
P2 &R o

BHERSESEM AR » A R IR ERR ~ BAF AR5 o

35



