Strong friendships and bonds of loyalty are formed at The
Chinese Club which was founded more than 100 years ago

Members of The Chinese Club

are immersed in both traditions of
the old and comforts of the new.
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A member admires photographs of past chairmen of the club.
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n a world of frenetic change, it’s reassuring to

know that at least some things stay the same.

Consistency has been a hallmark of The Chinese

Club in Central. The club is like a second home
for generations of Hong Kong Chinese businessmen,
and as they reflect on their lifetime achievements, it is
likely that “their” club will evoke some of the fondest
memories.

From the earliest beginnings, it has always been a
club with people at its heart. The Chinese Club has
more than a century of history, starting when Hong
Kong was still largely a fishing and trading village. In
those days, as today, businessmen wanted a place
where they could socialise in friendly and familiar
surroundings. Several private clubs were beginning to
emerge in Hong Kong, but they were only for foreign
businessmen. Chinese businessmen, no matter how
rich and powerful, no matter how important their
social standing, were ineligible to join.

And so The Chinese Club was formed. For the first
time, successful local Chinese businessmen had a
social meeting place to call their own. As a sign of
their appreciation, members showed and continue to
show great loyalty. So strong are the bonds of
friendship formed within the club’s walls that, once
they join, members rarely leave.

The emotional connection has been passed on
through the decades. It is so powerful, explains club
chairman Wong Sau-ching, that today’s businessmen,
along with financiers, lawyers and solicitors, the
second and even third generation descendents of the
original members, still sit at tables where their fathers
and grandfathers dined so many years ago.

“I have joined many clubs before, but none has
the strong emotional bonds of The Chinese Club,”
says Mr Wong, expressing a widely-felt sentiment.
Perhaps this is why so many reunions are held there.
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The club features a Shanghai-style barber shop.
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So close-knit is this club, adds Mr Wong, that the
staff know each member individually, and can greet
them by name.

At their club, familiar ways are upheld. As they did
in days gone by, members engage in convivial
conversation in the dining rooms, and read or doze in
the library. The club barber shop is much loved; as it is
one of the last places where members can still enjoy
the authentic, Shanghai-style barber shop service they
remember from the past.

The Chinese Club, through its influential members,
has contributed hand-in-hand to the development of
Hong Kong. It was always a venue for free discussion,
and a place where ideas were actioned. Its members
are known for their generosity, giving back to the
community in any way they can. The club has shelved
its own building programme many times over the
years in order to channel funds to a greater cause.

The Chinese Club enjoys an esteemed status in
society. In 1905, the Hong Kong Jockey Club first
honoured the club by donating a title sponsorship in
its name. Each year, The Chinese Club Challenge Cup
is held at Sha Tin Racecourse on the auspicious date of
January 1.

For many members, the club is such an important
part of their lives that they attend every day. Such
deep loyalty is also shown by the staff, many of whom
have been with the club for years or even decades.
Among them is Sunny, a 31-year veteran, who started
as a waiter and has advanced to the position of
accountant. Sunny says he feels like the club is his
home - a sentiment with which many members and
staff would agree.

Such is the loyalty to The Chinese Club that its
membership has remained unaffected by outside
challenges, including economic ups and downs. Its
warm and friendly atmosphere will continue to
provide a welcome social outlet for Chinese
businessmen and women well into the future.

Many of the club’s finest possessions have been donated
by currentand former members, such as these valuable
antique books that can be viewed in the library.
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Food is a highlight of the club, and includes

traditional Chinese food and classic weste
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