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The bamboo forests of
Chengdu are the ideal
habitat for China’s
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hink of Chengdu and the image most likely to

spring to mind is the gorgeous giant panda. The

bamboo forests of Chengdu offer a natural

habitat for these rare and beautiful creatures,
China’s best loved icon and recognised worldwide as a
symbol of conservation, peace and friendship.

But there’s so much more to Chengdu. Most notable
is the relaxed lifestyle. As a vibrant metropolis, Chengdu
offers all the facilities of a modern business city, but its
people also value time spent in the time-honoured way —
chit-chatting over tea.

Perhaps it is the beautiful scenery that inspires such
a lifestyle. Chengdu is the capital of Sichuan Province,

known as the “Heavenly State”, or Tian Fu Zhi Guo,
because of its abundant natural beauty. The capital has
also been called “A City of Paradise”. Located in one of
the country’s richest agricultural plains, Chengdu
covers an area of more than 12,000 square kilometres
and, within it, has some of the best natural scenery in
China.

While some other cities might have a higher public
profile, Chengdu is quietly revered. Its tranquil
environment is enjoyed by residents and noticed by
visitors. As one regular visitor notes, “only in Chengdu
can I sit anywhere and feel effortlessly at home”.

It is a place where traditions are upheld. In the

famous 2,000-year-old lanes, distinguished families
and prominent merchants have built enormous
courtyard houses. Here, members of the community
gather outside in the traditional way for tea and
conversation. The Shunxing Old Teahouse is a place of
relaxation where locals and visitors take time to rest
and enjoy tea while listening to folk music. It is a
symbol of the city’s prominent teahouse culture, whose
dedicated customers spend countless hours each day
kicking back in a tranquil atmosphere discussing
current affairs, playing games and enjoying a Chinese
massage.

Culturally, Chengdu is a rich tapestry. It is the

birthplace of Shu embroidery, the most famous and
intricate embroidery in China and an artform
celebrating all the joyful things in life. Originating from
the Qing dynasty, Shu embroidery portrays some of
China’s most revered symbols: the lotus, the carp and
the panda in colourful silk damask or rich brocade.
The music and theatre of Sichuan Opera is another
feature of the city’s cultural heritage, characterised by
unique solos, refined acting, rich percussion and
talented comedians. A highlight is face-changing, an
ancient Chinese dramatic art which Sichuan Opera
performs to perfection. Audiences are bedazzled as the
actors raise their hand, swing a sleeve or toss their
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heads to reveal various boldly patterned masks, each
expressing a different emotion. Performers wear
brightly coloured clothing and move to quick, dramatic
music. The pace is thrilling as skilled actors can
change more than 10 masks in less than 20 seconds.

Throughout Chengdu there are many sites of
significance. The Dujiangyan Irrigation System, built
some 2,300 years ago to solve a problem of persistent
annual flooding in the province, is still being hailed as
an engineering marvel. After the system was finished,
no more floods occurred. The irrigation also gave

Sichuan the most productive agricultural land in China.

Mount Qingcheng, located west of Chengdu, is an

intriguing scenic spot covered by luxuriant evergreen
scenery. The mountain, surrounded by numerous peaks
and shaped like a city, is dubbed “the most peaceful
and secluded mountain under heaven”.

For all its culture and heritage, Chengdu is, at the
same time, a centre for technology, trade and finance,
and a major transportation and communications hub.
The city has the strongest economic strength in the
central-western region of China, and is the most
dynamic centre for international economic exchange. It
is estimated that 10,000 expatriates live in this city.

It is a city that’s developing. Chengdu Hi-tech Zone
is one of the first state-ranked, hi-tech industrial

development zones, boasting international ISO14001
certification, and held up as a role model for technology
park innovation.

The area is evolving as Chengdu’s future commercial
precinct, with a convention centre, consulate, five-star
hotel and high-class residential developments under
planning.

One such residential development is a project by
Kerry Properties at the Chengdu Hi-Tech Zone. The
decision to invest in Chengdu is in keeping with the
brand’s philosophy of building quality developments in
prime locations.

For the privileged people who will choose to enjoy
Arcadia Court in Chengdu, an enviable lifestyle awaits.



