Burning
with pride

Hong Kong's opportunity to co-host
the equestrian events of the Olympic
Games has inspired the city to unite
under the Olympic spirit

leag-warving, cheering erowds poured onte the strects

of Hong, Kong last month as jubilant revellers

wetkeomeed the Clympie toreh en route to Beijing for

this years Clympie Games., There was @ scarkt sea
as patrictic fans fllowed eolls to wear red and support the
“Joarmey of Harmony™ relay theme,

Ol and yowng wene sager o cateh a glimpsa: of the
Marna as it was carred by toreh beapers fnom acness the
community, inclading retived windsuriing star Lee Lai-
shan, wha wan gald in Athunta in oo, Clympic table tennis
contender L Ching, singer Jacky Cheung, and
busipespeople, paliticions and students,

Hong Kong was the first Chimese city o weleome the
tewreh, aned despite the Gset that it was o wet and blustery
veorkday, thousands of people ook to the streets, shouting
“Co Chinal™ In support, Local schools got in on the act with
their cowm competitions and activities o ralse Clympie
awareness, while Bag-waving, cheering students at Leang
Eui Kou Lutheran Primary School in Sha Tin were chose
enough to the relay o see the toreh passing by them ona
dragen boat.

The torch relay was the culmination of a range of
activithes in which peeple have shown how proad they are to
bz Chinsese, especially as this i= the first time Chine has
bosted the Clympics and, of course, Hong Kong will be
eo=hosting the equestrian events,

In the Hew Territories, the Tai Pe Olympics Carnival
feptured an Clympie Gorden with borse ciding trials, an air
show and water-skiing, In Tsim Sha Tsui, o giont mural by
200 students and members of the community was the first
of many setivities planned o combine the Olympie event
with art.




[ Bapch the Hong Eong Flower Show at Vietoria Park
Bloomed with all the Olymple colowrs, amd the grand Beljing
Cilymiples display, titled Vibrant Blossoms, included floral
seulptupes of the Olyrnphe Togo and the five maseots for the
Crames,

Few eelehrities are as lamous a8 Jackic Chan, so it was only
fitting thot the sctor and martiol ort= stor reeorded the official
song “We Are Feady™ last vear, to mark the ecountdown o the
Beijing Games,

As owell us cheering on wop leeal athletes, the Letsure and
Cultaral Services Department hopes that pesple will also b
inspired toemulote them by tking o more active intercst in sport,
Toeneourage this, from July i to September 30, the department
will make all leiswre focilities such as halidoy camps, waler-sports
cenkres, lennis courts, spors centres and swimming poals free.

The: Mg oy mall in Kowloon Ray is also doing el it con o
promte the Olympic spirit, and eneoumging maore people o
partivipate in sports activities regularly, As part of the pre=-Cames
build-up, the mall i= hosting & mini sports challenge that inclsdes
tnble tenniz, archery nnd baskethall. Shoppers who faney
themselves on o parwith local ahle tennis stars Ko Lai-chak and
Li Ching, or see themselves ns the next LeBiron Jomes or Kobe
Bryvant, can prove their skills in the competition and win o cash
prize. Far those whe ake it to the Gnal moond, thers wall be an
acddid taweh of glamour, ws they will come wp agpinst several TVE
cilelirties.

The sparts event follows on from the eaclusive drmafeatwalk
show that took place in April where TVE stars seted ool three
different wiys in which Hong Kong people are funs of the
Cilymipies. They plaved office workers and families who, like so
many peaple here, are looking frrwand to this summer's Games
with pride and ecxcltement,

Al MegaBow, sports fans will be able to wateh live TVE Clym phe
broadeasts on the mall's "Video Eyve™, while aitting back and
ﬁ'|u1ir'||.1 in eopfortable Massags chairs,

i thee first floor, MegaBox nos bossts an official Bedjing
2008 reall store where shoppers can bay items ineluding
T-ghirts, mobile phone straps and keyrings sold eaclusively in
Hong Kong, There te weleome shoppers 1s the four-foot high
Huanhuan - the Games maseet representing the Olymple ame.
Soveven il shoppers are unaoble to gel to Befjing for the Cames in
August, they can still have their photo taken with Huanhean and
feel part of the “Cine Warld Cme Diream™ { :'|:"|'|"|"il.' "'I"iril..
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