An event for all

Organisations in Hong Kong are working tirelessly to ensure
old TVs go to those in need so everyone can see the Olympics

ahove: TVs for the needy, collected by 5t James” Sebtlement
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lympiz lever & steadity boilding in Hang, Kong and
armichair nthletes nnd keen sports fans ome putting the
final toaehes b their prepartions. Far many ol them,
thee conntchaen booon oetion-poeked August will incdude
heading ot b buy @ new television o be sure of enjoving to the
full the: recard-hreaking pedormances, knile-edge fnishes and
uplifling humon dromes sure tn oecur during ane the world's greal
sporting spectoeles,
Thee wrrival of high-definition television (HITY) wall provide
clerer pictuns, better reception and brighter eolours and,

aedirdang o Chewng Chi-keung of leading eledirieal retaiber Best

Dienki, the prommaise of walching higher quality images af th
athletic bemses has spurred a rush For the labest wide-sensen Ts
and plasma products,

Bt while saiitling deovn to follow all the exabement af thaese
gald medal maments, many Hong Eong saewers will koow that
thiry beave also dane thear bit o uphold two of the most cherished
Cibympic ideals,

By donating their old TV acts, either divectly too non-
ernmental organ sation | orvia the govermment’s wasts
chrizal and el t [(WEE

alleny coumtl
supgart for the
recveling, are Lhe

Jpsephine Lee Y
Settlement, ia delighted to see the results todate of the WEEE
initintive, which her crganisation runs in co-operation with the
Environmental Protection Department
given fresh impetus this wear with the introg o ragular

iem s visiking cosy-Lo-peooss boeations around Hong,
Koing at preappointed Limes,
Thi=alkwwes ; just their used TV sols
= a8 Tolrigeratars, washing machines,
wave ceen. T this way, the sehemse
olfers a proctical solution o the recurring probdem of how ta
dispose af no lenger needed electrical producets in the most
eflective vy

M Lo sarys that donobed items om et aken b oo depat and
warkshop in Kowloon Bay for inspection, testing ond, if necessary,
repair. Arcund B0 per cent are then distribated boneedy fomilies

ividunls, whese requirements hiove been identified by sncal
5. The remaimder usualby go to sceial serviee centres or
non=prafil grounps.




B

As part of the agreement with the EPD, any item that i
unuzable is passed on o a government-a pproved peeyeling
company which oversees dismantling and is lieensed to properly
dispose of any oxie items, Partz ond components are gither set
aside for rewse or, in the cose of metals and plastics, may go stroight
intethe recveling provess, When handling older cathode-ray tubse
V=, speciol core = token b ensure there is no =k of contomination
Fresm the bemvy metals, Bame retardant or organie pollutonts inside,

M= Lee savs about 1,500 TVs were reveived last vear and, with
more than 450 collection centres aeross Hong Kong's 18 districts
ond with environmentsl sworeness growing all the time, all the
signes point ko higher numbers this year, Community eentres and
srhools are enthusiastically spreading the word, and property
management companies and clubhouses ore also thrwing their
weight behind the seheme by making semi-permanent enllection
paints pvailuble for residents of leasding developments.

St James' Settlement is not the only NGO doing such work in
Hong, Kong. Cthers, such as Crossmads Internstional, hove
similardy well organised initiotives designed to meet the needs of
leszs fartunate penple keally and overseess.

Crosarands prefers peaple to state what they have o donate
wiell i advance, by phone o via the organigsation’s websibe, This
rmikess it easier b organsa delivenes to the group's warchouse in
Twen Mun and to mateh the specilie neguinements of, say, 2 bame
far the eldery in Hong Kong or o schoal in Zambia or Ghana.

Frar TWa thee key is that they shoubd be in working arder and
cane with the dght remote contml Being, able to supply the
manial and varioos external cables g seen as helpful bat mat
mandatory.

Crossronds International manager Jalbe Csto positeh says, *We
hesver aaliie o lot of demand Boe TVa, Some stoy bocally by going intae
thee sacial welBare svstem, bt we also have ather averseass charity
groupa which apply for gocds related to theie work.”

Depending on the needs of the consigmes, 10 TV= meay be part
of a shipment which alse includes achool furniture, hoapital bods or
medical equipment.

M Catapoviteh save pood co-operation between NGO means
that every viable donation finds a good home, “As long s someonss:
in need receives Lhe items that is the importent thing, whether itis
via Caritas, Oxfom, the Salvation Army, or any other charity,” Ms
Chatapoviteh savs,
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“ 1,500 televisions were

collection centres across

awareness growing all the time, all sign

Long-term Hong Eong residents can still remember the
days back in the late 10508 and early 1960= when
wakehing television was somathing of @ eom munity
event. Om a warm summer evening, 8 [ocol shop owner
or restaurabeur would perch a bulky black-pnd-white set
at same convenient spol for o swelling erowd from the
boal village or nearby housing estete to gather round
and be enthralled.

Mouths agupe, they would peer ot grainy images of
some eostyme drama, or steain to cateh the commantary
of a title-gdeciding foothall mateh ag the seund
un pmdium'l'ﬁ'l_'.' faded in and oat.

Mast evenings, n regular parl of the entertninmend
would be the complete loss of picture foxr rensons
unknown, And that, of course, would inevitabdy be
followed by the gymnestic feats of o nimble youngster
chuerged with moving the aeral to ol sorts of
experimental positiens until reeeption was somehow
restored. For vears, the erowd would slowly disperse al
the end of the EVERing sure in the 'I:nuwlﬂﬂp.i:: that lhn}'
had been privileged to see something that mepresented
the very pinnacle of technology.

WL'H, li.l'l:ll!tl- IETL S dR0h, i].ﬂl.] dnyome 'I|‘|'|.'II:| L FUILLII.I H-'.II.']I
cvenings in their vouth will be doubly impressed by the
arrival in Hong Kong of digital brosdeasting and high-
definition TVa Tagether, they are ushering in @ new era
of wide-sereen phetures, high-guality surmsnd sound
awdio, interactive chodees, multi-angle views and
datacasting services,

All those prablems assaciated with analogue
broadeasts, sueh as ghosting, Tozey images and strange
electrical interruption at the approach of a typhoon will
be consigned to the past, In fact, Heng Kong's bwo
terrestrial broadeasters are already Implementing the
nocessary eehnleal changes and, by August this vear,
abouk 75 per cent of lozal households will be able to
receive digital slgnals,

Far some peaple, that will mean installing a set-top
b to convert the incoming digital signals [or viewing

Hong Kong's

areived last year and, with more tham 450

18 districts and with enviranment

yoint to higher numbers this ';':.'-f.l ’I’

on their current TV set. For others, though, it will be a
sign that now is the perfect time to head to their favourite
electrical store and consider the range of slim-line, mega-
pixel, widesereen madels now available.

With images of a resolution five times that of
standrd TVs, pictures will be clearer, ond programming
aptions embedded in the broadesst will ollow for such
things s subtitles, recipe details for 0 cooking show,
alternntive nndinp;s for o drama BETICS, OF hnu'i:p.n:-n.nl:l
information about the cho mcters, o pop wp at the press
of o huttnn.

."l.nl]I of caurse, one important ohvice =till remnins:
whether to wateh in the comfort of yvour own home or
down at the local bar or restanrant with o erowd of

like-minded friends and nejghbowrs.
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