Sea of life

The Shangri-La Marine Sanctuary, near
Cebu in the Philippines, is regenerating

coral, and marine life is expected to thrive

ahove from bell: Scissortail sengeant fsh, assaorted coral species, and giand clam

b erystal-clear waters, white sond besches and long,

daya of sunshine have made the sentral Philippine

islands o paradise for holldaymakers, But forall the

seenes of near-idylie beauty, recent vears lsave also
provided a reminder that notwee, unbess respected and cared
for, is fragile.

The area’s shoals of reef fish and sther aguatic life,
previcusly taken for granted, have boen dizappearing, and
humans have ploved a part in this,

Fortanately, though, slong ene streteh of cosstline al
lesst, human intervention is now having a positive impact,
Thanks to the eflorts of pioneers committed te the protection
of coral and the regeneration of marine life, the Shangri-La
Marine Sanctuary was formally opered last September,

It eovers nhout five hectares, extending from the sesshore
clnsz to Shangri-La's Macton Fesort ond Spa near Cebu, and
is already seeing the retum of elourful species. Initinlly, the
wren wns elresesd ol for six monthes ko allow unrul. £ recreer
el fish to hreed or magrate. And the resaalis ane ||]mm]].'
Impressive, .:"mrinﬂ srhia divers ond snorkellers bo moneel
anew al the undenvater wonders.

Amang the rapidly increasing marine population, they
i see everything from angelfish, puffers, wrssse and
clovarifish to lonfish, Blwe tang and minbow fish,

Lewaking a litthe eleser, as they become aeeustomid to the
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gentle pull of the ocean, they are likely to see darting schools
of shrimp, sesa unehing, starfish, sea cucumbers and sponges,
all typical of the Mactan pegion, and an eneouraging
indication of the improving health of the reef,

The sanetuary, which was established with the help of
Lapu-Lapu City Couneil, is run by a dedicated group, which
comprises mepresentatives from the Shangri-La Besort which
s heen involved in coral conservation sinoe 2006,
col lnhorating with Seotty's Actien Sports Ketwork and Thive
Cemnkre, and Amares Charities,

Sootty's provides voluntears o help with undervater
veork, fixing and transferring booys, *poarding” the general
area, and arranging monthly elean-ups in whizh resort staff
and guests prve b be enthusiastic participants, Amores has
taken the lead in coneephualEsation, linising with various
offizinl bodies and advancing snme of the mones scientific
aspects of the progect.

Amores has even :h.-'l.'c:'ln[md il xpr:ciul: reel evoluntion ond
monitoring sysbem to tmek progress and monitor chonges.
Essentially, this imvolves layving a 50-metre line along o
defined wrea o nn:lp;ni.ng back at mﬂu.'lur inlermls to Epuge
three main thinpp; at each hol-metre mack. These are: the
reef substrte — whether it s healthy han] soral, rock, sand or
birskien eoral — the invertebrate connt, and the fish and
anbmal count.
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