In with the new

Some of Hong Kong's run-down areas
are being redeveloped, with a close eye
kept on ensuring classic architecture
and local culture remains in place

uxkapose b Images representing the "before and
after” of any project undertaken by the Urkan Kenewal
Auwthariy (LTRAY and the story they tell is maost
impresaive,

[z, Bor example, might be a photo from one of Hong
Fong's run-down aress as it appesred o couple of years agn,
In the: foreground, there might be a retires with just a bed
and o few squane feet to call his own, o "lenant™ standing
beside his rooftop shock, or a lamily of Bour shoring one
cramped eorner of o subdivided o partment, The backgrownd
seen is of walls betraving large damp potches, pecling
plaster, jerry-built portitions, eeilings in varions states of
disrepair, and dangling love-wattage light bulbs baredy
illuminating the shadows.

The twinned phote will show the same people, hat here
the smiles nre hright. Qld {olk and voung lemilics orein
their new hames, children are toeking into dinner wround
the kitchen tnble, oll the usual domestic comiorts ane in
plice, and evervthing is spick und span.

Cher poirs of the UTEA'S comparmtive images tell
similarly dramatic stories. You cun see, for instonee, how
continuing work will trunsform Lee Tung Street in Wan
Chai, known affectionately as "Wedding Card Strect”, inta a
future Meces for everything to do with weddings And ather
Wizn Chad buildings are seeing similar makeovers, induding
the Wi Cheang Paswn Shap in Johiston Boad, the ad deco
Wizn Chad Market and 18 Ship Street.

Sharp comdrast: & Lee Tung Strest resident happily shows his new modern kitchen after renowation, and before.
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By studving the artist’s Impression of how today’s
dilapidated Ewuan Tong town eentee will ook after
redevelopment, vou understand immediately that the
integration of open arcas, groen apeoes, and well thought
ot architectural Features will totally tronsform the distriet.

And while these projects, plus others in progress or still
o the drawing bosrd, natarally exeite ITRA chairman Borry
Chewng Chun-yuen, he fzls that ome in particular best
encapsulates the authority's overall mission e rehabilitate,
preserve, revitalise and redevelop,

“The: Peel Street and Ciroham Stroet project in Central is
g migroeosm of everything we are trying to do,” Mr Cheang
gavs, "W are taking the opportunity to replan the arca, bat
alse tuking every possible mensure o presero ks
chormeter,”

The area is hame be one of the oldest street markets in
Hong Knong and is genemlly recognised o= giving a real
sense ol vibraney to the surrounding community, However,
diligent hygiene and safely inspectors might have couse to
question seme of the existing conditions, ns many of the
buildings are decaying past the proctical point of repair ond
are no longer equipped for 21st-ceniury living.

Aua result, the UEA has stepped inowith o
comprelensive seheme aimed at schieving the right balance
Brirbecn sommetinmes com peting priorithes, [Lwas pot
together with the belp of apchiteets, acodemies, urban
plannens and bortage experts, and toak full sccaunt of

W Cheomg Fawn
Shop's translermation
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URA Cnalrman Barry Cheung Chun-yuen
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i arLisd's impressicon af the future B Tang Town Cenbre
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The dilapidated Ksun Tang area
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Feedback Trom local ressdents, stall bolders, shop owners
and interested members of the pablic,

Aa M Cheung explaios, the approa
"preservation & paramount”, Bulldin

atreet will remaln

the area, and there will e an "0ld
Cirahiom Street, with enterprises selli
Chinese medicing, herbsl ©

peviving soms of the

ep the street market thriving, essential shops
salling meat, poultry and fish will meve into new pu

ity, morg
peeess (o wrs and pedestria
Mr Cheang is ot pains o emphasise the immense corne
taken with each stoge of the planning and
[ residents, for instanss, reo: METOUS
compensation, sometimes several times the market valoe,

b vaente their premises, They had o fimst option to return, if

they chose o and buy a pew llat ot market mees ofter
redevelapment work wos completed. During the
eonstruction phase, disruption vos kept o o minimem,
with hoardings o deflect dust ond noise, and shops and
stalls continued 1o operate,

As with each LTRA praject, every effort wes mode tn
maintain the social fahrie, incorporate features that will
help sustainahility, and feeus on improving the overall
living environment.

"We wre ultm sensitive to eritbesms and quite

respongive,” Mr Cheung explains. "Crties sometimes forget

that peaple in older buildings may be living in teenble
conditions and may have been wailing vears for someois

liker us ter come wnd help them."
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Breathing new life

Anvone strolling aroand the area of First and Second Streets in Sai Ying
Fun will soom neties two things — the regulor grid pattermn of thie mads
and the unigue historical chameter. The district’s name, which muoghly
trunslates ns “western militnry camp” gives o cloe to the layout, while
the rest stemes entirely from the homes, customs and dey- bo-day lives ol
the trudespeople and families wha hove been poart of the area, in some
rases for genemmbions.

Muony ol the buildings, thoagh, nre showing clear signs of wenr amd
tearr. Sa, with a view to upgrading where neceasary, the Udban Renewal
Anthoraty (URAY bes teamed wp with Berry Properties on a prjest o
pevitalise the dstriot

A part of the prond design, there will be fise dining onees, shops
and preeh open space, ereatiing o specal ambience and charging the
neighbourhood for the betber. Thene will alsa be stylish new apartmsnls
with enviconmentally foendly features, and an MTH station on the
chin sl oy pride e aidents and traders o neal semse of convenience,

"Firal and Seeand Strects o very nioe localion and was e of the
bt planned areas of Hong Kong back i the 1800s " aid [THA
chalrman Barry Cheang Chun-vuen. "W ame now revitalk=ing the avea
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&n Artisd's impressicn of the First Steeet and
Serond Sireet redevelopment in 5ai Ying Pun
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